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CHINA

3 upnmx:{m, sdf-umﬁdcnt ouclook otthie » gmu >
arly yeurs whlx.h expre: “cd J.le s doromae
' : '«mu

c.;lmcs of the prublcm is attcstcd w© b) the fat :}u;‘
5. ROW’ autlvcl) encouraging furbs On; pnpuhn-,r
growth which, as late as 1954, Perping=-ao less' thar
Moscow=-was loudly condemning .is contrary {0 'hc
1 'tencts and spmt of Manusm. Arrmual mcthmis

At furst, (hc Communist regime paxd hieede or no ai
¢ation wr-birth- Control or the whaole question ol
population’ (Aﬂuv “Then, whar references were mad
w them by offictal spokesmen from 1951 through 1994
¥ fargely touk the form of hoastful assertions of Marxias
 Mdugma dcﬂvmg the appluahuhty of M.Ah.hum.m theo-
ses of over -population to socuhsc suciety !
b3 In the pethodox Marmt view, sificc ]zbor s the
: e of value, the prolct.mat sepresencs the
rcauvc arid-progressive “class par: cxnt/mc‘. Under
soésalism] “therefore, the existence of a large working
pepulanen’is’ thoroughly desirable and zonsttures a
guarantee pfample production and cconomicprogress.
Coder caprradism, on the contrary, the frizo ot pro-
2" Thus, there have been two diametricaily oppmm o7 }ucuom are wrested away from the woni.\rs bv the
. phases of Chinese Communust poltcy on birth conend E“"P’:"“UJ aninority, whose interest Jics in preventing
sinir, 1949, cach r:ﬂcctmg a dlﬂlr(‘m wutlook and 4;«- BT A xmpc*‘ms~ social m\pmvcmcnt in onler o proserve
-~ B A 1T mqm_np\ly ‘position, Malthusianism whether
NS ’\"1" is Professor of Economics ar the Univerizer % 310 or ‘new's“and bireh “control are simply devices
Hory, }\ongumlalxtara](,ontcmpornr\ China, ananct vr- whereby  the.- capitalise class sccks to provent the
tativecompilation of economic und soctal siudies on Comtruss - e
workery frony realizing these basic *“truths " 2nd Je

nifk. China published sn Hong I&ong He uritts fmpm;n'
N By }, - publications on Chy ; Lu}c xhcmavm umhuung their povcrtv o 'ucx(»r.ml

cacnonary *-and ?* anti- humam‘
of capitalism, are at present being propagatcd thtoug,h
“3 Concéreed campaign designed ro; popularizc’’ Lh(_u‘
u-.c .among the masses.  Even ahortum which-»
*spite’ 3, somewhat checkered history 10 the” $ov
Union=-had generally been condemncd by the Cornum)
“nists as the least acceptable form of bicth control, b 1~‘
“reccived broad legal sanction umler’ acw rcgulmr
mucd hy the Peiping government las May!




nits of the world s supply of rescuries -
‘ﬁhm o 1ts T real cause’, the capitalist svstem.
The cmphasts placed on this orthodox Marxist
,opulan(m hne was influenced by certain uther
~ swmwuves which led Chinese Communist spokesmen
actually to exule in, and cven exaggerate, the magni-
* tade and conrinued rapid growth of the populauon.
St tements bua:ung of a hxgh or rxsmg rate of Pﬂpuh-

Hy 6. 81
g,}:?;arcnlmé as’ a domestic morale’ bous:;r

‘f(hc

Lhma s umportance -within ‘the Communn: blog,
whcrc
the lcadmg power, outoumbeting thc %chc

from 1951 to 1954, 'In statements by Mao and other
Chingse: Communise Jeaders 2nd in the organs of the
party press, China's *"hundreds of millions of people™
were constandy teferred to as the country’s u-casuxcd
asset.” ‘As ‘the  central. party newspaper,
ab-;w pist it in & 1952 arsicle r:pncscntmvc of the
offictal pronouncements of this period, “'man is \:hc
Lmost precious form of capital in the world"—
statement which tt prefaced with the wards *

Moscow. '
etol as just**a means of killing off the Chinese people
‘without shedding blood."t ~ -

 One factor that may well have contribuzed to the
. dogmatic stand of the regime during this period was
- the cvident lack of any, accurate knowledge of the real

.. |fminm jib-pu (&l‘iﬂg), Apeil 15, 1951;
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‘c:f-smg'! ha( China, aloﬂc :accounted fm une quarter -

*socialise camp'’ s 1 whui:, were
at zhc cocmics of communism muse nrmsmlyf ‘

in seems of population at least —she is by far ~
.fbls -

Y §i R
All these motivations, ideological and propagan--
“disug, ‘were repeatedly evidenced during the period

Jen-min )

+ Stalin has told us" in conformicy with Peiping's :hcn )
“still pronounced - attirude -of  humble obeisance to
Thc article further denounced bitth con-’
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In 1953, however, the Cone
v overnment andertook e catry out the fits
ivconducred  census  ever attempted e
Swocomplisuon of the census Jdata taking
aitcijurs 1954 amd resulting i population - figures
purpasted we be. fuliy accurate  The figures, noc
pubinty announced until November 1, 1954, revealed
et sopulation, ‘including Taiwan and overscas
Pome, OF ust over 4X),000,000 (as of June 30, 19937,

of vhicr ao 168§ than 574,000,000 were within main ©

Yanit praa® e leuter figure was far greater tun

ftae hitierto been supposed even by the Communist
_apthnng os,iwhose s timates had generally rcm.umi

Thekow 500,000,000 F 7
i ,-(h(‘m!ht the “unplications of this discovcrg ut-,
Labedty Caumi ne serious thinking which con- |
tt:furd 1o the later shift in regime policy, thcrc was
i mencdiate alvetation of the official line as sct forrh’
Cabove . Indeed, an WNovember 1, 1954, simultancously
v f‘th( disclosure of the census rcsults, an oﬁ’m.zl nf
the Genrus Burcau restated the regime's vxcwpomr on
AL sl.xt' i m 1hc:r)uowmg Vortho-.’l_:ox rerms . ‘ o

oot the population

SThe dxprence of over 600,000,000 people is the source of
;. wegith of our great country and the basis of its socialist
. recunsipucuon. o o 4o the People’s Democracies, man is
tha snost precious foam of capital, the master of bis fate,
Tehe’ conscious Tcrestof of his own happiness. . [ | [We
Chinese represeni) a quarter of the human race. . . . Under
the reactionsry Kuomiotang government, bad material
wmlmum coupled with social and public xn:ecuruy led
10 & high death rate'and a low rate of natural increase ., .
iter the hhor.umn. 1he rate of natural increase rose um»u
siderably owing ‘to the restoration snd development of
“‘production, the improvement of the people's material
¢ conditions, and progress in medicine snd hygiene. -

T statement rhc‘g;c\itc}d the census figures sub\liw\!m’;,v
- tkg population by age-group and sex, adding: :

" All these figures prove that children living in the age of
+ Mat» T'se-tung are carefully looked after snd bencfit from
+ tavorable conditions of life. The era of poverty, sickness
and ignorsace is po more, The time wl\en guh were
. majieceated or drowaed is gone. o )

P gu

The same official soughe to txphm lower population

“# growth races an ‘capitalist countries on the fanciful

# prounds that 7 ¢apitalism, by diminishing the pur-
“vhasing power of the masses, and by weakening them
rbnmyh subjection  to wretched conditions, is the

aue of mcrcau\i moruhty Finally, he denounced

S R———

“*For afall dm:uumn of the census, see “Population Problems of
€ bana {three articles) uzmam. Vol. 1, pp. 32-46.
tihd . 38
¢ Starcment by Pal C.hxn«hnl. o ]w-u pb-;u, November 1,
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“hardly worth contradicting’’ the horrificd claims - were clearly effective in bringing home to the lcader-
of *“ the bankrupt hangers-on of Malthus’* thac China ship the need for concurrent practical measures 10
could not support 600,000,000 people sad ther-  check population growth.
fore must incvitably resort to external aggression. | A second clement which influenced the 1955 change
*"Although some difficulties might be experienced in & of line was the fact that, even during the period when
the short run, he asserted, ** the excellence of our social : - the party publicly denounced the general practice of
system”’ will permit them to be casily overcome,'and | - birth control as anti-Marxist, the Communists them-
" when we have achicved our socialist construction. - sclves, as 3 social stratum, were freely resorting to
“unemployment will be eliminated and the people  “it ia their personal lives. The use of contraceptive
'guasranteed & happy lifc o# n the Sovict Union.” methods had long been thoroughly countenanced by
Py et FR IR cen the party for all persoas in the category of *“cadres’
i1 since they were extremely hard-worked and it was
e o g -onsidered desirable, in the party’s own interest, that
ST PR R hcyshouldbeulreenpudblefmmsuchpcrsonal
.indications of & major change in Chinesc - ¢ ioaal ties and i \ th .
Commuaist policy regarding the population problen’ - or emotioaal ties .unxxdxmcnu as the possession
began to manifest themselves from about the end of ~ '?7"'0‘ htgehf::'nd s catails. Som:hvety u‘ll:crcsunfgb.u:;ll
1554, " Several different ioflucaces of tendencics, some: ~ 20ure HETEES "“““&“‘“ B were recordod
new and others which had been gathering momentum- f’m‘ practices among the party elite were reco
. . by the Beitish Labor Parcy leader, Mr. Ancurin Bevan,
even before that date, combined to produce a gradusl™ = o0 o oy it t0 C. ‘st China.!
trend away from the rigid sad naive orthodoxy' of “;:‘ is 1934 visit to | "m’ ': o
Tthe earlicr period in the direction of & more realistic,”” =~ ¢ same considerations to influence the
bard-headed spproach. T . S R el toward extending its tacic approval of thesc
.. practices by the cadres to other catcgorics of key
|—that is, to all sdminiscrative, technical and

. M

AARIE.

LIV

Of first importance, undov.btcdl.y, was the regime’s’ |
growing realization of the economic iniplications of + pemoane A :
the huge population figure revealed by the 1953 census ™ - }xofc:ioml personnel cngaged :‘:‘vork vital to che
and the rapid race of ind 12,000,000 per year— - unctioning of the state economic and social machinery,
shown by related & increase Yies.? The Chigese: - who ﬁm as hard-peessed as the p;ty cadres by the
. o tasks ~'socislist construction.”. - Just as in “'bour-
Communist leadership was compelicd to recogaiz " geois” society, tb forc, birth control ' pracices
_ tended to spread from the “‘upper”’, better-educated
levels downward or outward into the gencral popula-
u'on._\, F i

gantic task in peoviding for cven the
needs of such an enormous population, a task rendered - .
still more formidable by the regime’s proposal to
carry out rapid, large-scale industrialization. Inlgs6+ % =7 R Fatd

/57 especially, major difficultics were experienced 'in’ ¥ Assault on the Family =
carrying out the first Five-Year Plan, and grave dise © ' o A
content arose as s resule of the shortfall in the pro-
duction of coasumer goods and housing, the poor ly ot s | : L
‘quality of the commodities produced, and general de= - to modify m}:mh control pohcyfrom the uandpqm:
Bciencies in living cooditions. So widespread was che - Of actual and immodiace Deeds, economic and organiza-
dinsatiatuction that the regime found itsclf compelled |+ tional. “There was, however, snother factor more
o ke drastic revisions in the second Five-Year Plag * directly ‘relaced 1o the basic, loag-range Communist
(which encered into operatioa this year) 50 a8 to allow goal of achicving the complete socialist transforma-
"« somewhat higher proporsion of invesament in lighe, - 808 of: Chinese “society. This was the nccessicy,
or consumer goods, industries, with & corresponding recognised as vital by the Mao regime, of using every
scaling-down of some of the goals for heavy industry : means to destroy the institutional foundations and
_expansion.t At the same time, these cconomic serains : the moral and ethical values of the traditional social
I 2 vy o | 4 3 owder—all sotitherical eo Communist idcology and

The 12,000,000 figure is based 0 the offcisl 1 Jecd

- The two factors or influences discussed above were
5. primarily of a peactical nature, impelling the regime

s

w

o ! P T ore e
birth and deach

. ach | The cornerstooe of the old soclety was the tradi-
;‘:%“‘"P'va)mwmu"' . ticaal family sywem, phlioprogenldve gd conjoint

8 See the suthor's series of articles, entitled *“The Busis of Light " sy : : .
ndnmyh&hs."hhfwmw(lh. Kobg), © ¥ Quoted in the suthor’s *“The People of Chins, Census Results
March 28, 1957, aad followiog lasess. " and Popalation Policics,” Femily Plasaing (Londoa), July 19%6.




) racter—that is, a system essentially characterized
by large, tightly-knit families. It consequently
became one of the first targers of the Communists’
- frontal attack on the old order.  The attack opened
with the promulgation of the **New Marriage Law"

tional concepts of marital and family relacionships
that some Communists demurred on the ground that
the country was not yet ready for it.
howcvcx_‘, sharply overridden by Mao Tsc-tung, who

the law's broad unda!ymg purposc, :nmn_ud
Chmesg

the family have been redefined la terms of the class struggle

dzscusston 10 Article 8 states: “‘Husband and wify

duction, to care for the children, to strive jointly for
the welfare of the family and the building of the new
society."’

stressed by the party: the duty of both husband and

~tive, unconditional suppore to all regime policies).

- tasks of “socialist constructlon.”
Thus, the Commuaists sought to “undermine ‘and
, break up the old fumly ny:m whh thc dul ob;cc-

S, L. Pu, "Tthowuurh.lhwolCommiuChm:
* 1hid., p. 115,

of 1950, which struck such a sharp blow at the tradi-

They were,
pronounced the measure '‘next in importaace only :

to, the great Fundamental Law” (the Constitution).®
fThe high importance ascribed by Mao was itsclf 2 -

Bexis no longer & private, parsonal mattery love is no longer ”

are in duty bound to love, respect, assist and look
after each other, to live in hmnony. to labor for pro-

To the normal intramarital dutics of the

: o wrhy
“partners, the Communises thus added two significant * swhich played & part in the gradual reociencation of

. . . ) . ¢ Ghinese Communise population policy after 1954.
extramarital obhgauonswhnchhavebecnveryhcavdy;h «Already, before the end of that yl::lr' veteraa birth

" 1 . y .
ife "'to Iaboe for producuon" Gt to actively ? <onwrol advocates like Shao Li-txu, who had carried

in the state economic machine)md “:o saivefor, . .
. the building of the aew society” (J.s., to give posi-

- These stipulations clearly reflected another vieal pur-
-pose of Chinese Communise family policy, namely to0
~'asfure maximum '‘social mobility'' and hence maxi- .
*mum_availability of productive labor-power, both |

male and female, for sccomplishing the pgmtklc,_i: contraception.” ® The gist of the explanations

- was that the party ot only did not opposc thc

Crutomporary China, Vol. 1, mscoxiu-d Unlmntym).p.ul. :

: cb-rh- Chtiag-miom, (Chins Youth), No. 4, Febeury 16, 1933,
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tive of eliminacing it as the chief pillar of conservative
resistance o the socialization of the whole of Chinese
lite, ard of creating che kind of social mobility neces-
sary to the functioning of a centrally planncd and
directed system of economy. In the Marxist view,
_caprealism depends for its existence upon a large class
“ot people kepe deprived of ties of property; but while
this view is plainly challeaged by fact, all.evidence
supporta the contlusion thac the Communist system

.1self cangot exist without a large proletariat, one .

¢80t only deprived of property but “liberated’" also,
,as far as possible, from previously-accepted social and
" moral restraints and from tics of family—in short, a

gxolcumr pecuhuly conditioned for ‘regu‘pcmewc_l”

labor et the' :anc s command.

; Gommunist policy undoubtedly came to sce that birth
sconteol could serve as & useful supplementary weapon

+ key foundations of the ttaditional ugity and cohesive-
‘css of the Chinese family. At the same time,

. ince Jarge families incerfered with the availability

‘ ok peciall
.Among thc mmy detailed fsccu of the New Mlb rof ehe parcats (e Y, the wives) for productive

tiage Law, its redefinition of the *‘duties of hushand ©
wife”" is of particular pertinence 1o the present J

ilabor’ and’ other “'duties” to the state, a reduction
of family size waf obviously desirable, if not necessary,
:to provide the muimum lodll mobihty rcqulrcd by
ithe spu:m L

PR i

Emergencc of the Newvl.ine :

5  Such were the thxec main inﬂuencu of motivations

e

o % limited and discreer propaganda for their ideas
all through the period of Marxist orthodoxy, began
0 speak out more frankly and boldly in favor of
Jtactical measures of family limitation.”* ‘However,
the first clear sign of an’ official change of srtitude

was the publication in’ party propaganda organs,

carly in 1955, of articles giving the public “'a correct
somprebension of the problems of birth control and

ERE LSRR ST

: ': 1 Sce spoech by Sheo Li-tsn st the Natioaal People's Congress,

teporeed in Jav-win fib pos, Scprember 18, 1934; also, Shao's article,
""Concemiag the Problem of the Dissemination of Knowledge about
Contraceprion,”” X.-ag—-h‘j“-pu, December 19, 1954,

'* Chou o-&en, *"How o Treat the Question of Coneraception,™

| The mare’ perceptive of the architects of “Chinese’

*dion of offspeing would iend to weaken onc of the

or the achievement of these objectives. ' The limita- =



'dcmmd" fot lt . “nuonabk“ md worthy of

ppoct.
Thilhitidnhndonohhcoﬁddhnewufol-

for the disscmination of birth control advice and infor-
,auuou. and to sssure the availability of contraceptive

aunching of a major aational campaign of public edu- 7

dmg Hood e Pmn this’ lundpoint, the follomng

tured people sad 10 youagmers of all ages, and it is not up-

of
‘mb:m .mm‘mw

. lowed, during 1933 and increasingly through 1956-57,
by active efforts on the part of the Ministry of Public |
Health to establish wider clinical and other facilities .

upplies through state-operated pharmaceutical out- .

i tion centers on' modern lines are now in operation. In
the fall of 1956, morcover, the goveroment ordered the i

engio Imu:n and
‘The vigor sod Wty of the c-lpugn afford followed by such & “sash** of applicants for abortions

cye—wituuduaipuuolbinhcouud mnnch :

-ahh.nhh-m-nmlbwbkuo»%‘  Xomg,
Atxy .md'

pesctice of PR WEEF OB R RES228/ 13/08.: CARBRTE2171RR003RAI N S uchorites sci

omly cxplmnd the wee of traditional Chinese medicines
and the formulas'of berbalists, while Dr. Yei Hsi-

" chun, & deputy to the 1936 Natioral People's Congress,

prescribed with equal seriousness a natural contra-

" ceptive " which one can find anywhere in fish pond:

~or dieches around: the time of the Spring Festival
- .. women sre ‘sdvised to swallow live tadpoles
r.hrec to five days after menstruation.” ¥

The culminatng step in the reversal of official
policy came with the issuance by the Ministry ot
Public Healch, on May 13, 1957, of revised regulations
governing abortion and seerilization. The effect ot
. the new regulations was to reducc the previous re-

cw%hhhthmndn«hoda and every available ., .,qmcmnﬁtobnmn;huh types of operation so
“heing * drascically as 80 be tantamopnt to virtually blaaket

. legalization 3 “Ip fact, the official snnouncement was
that !hl Minister”of Public Hulth Mldamc Li

to teach peoplc Lhar
‘should “ be  avoided .
“healch uuau" and that “*best of all is contraccp
- tion.” She: added thg. interesting disclosure that

"most of the abortion applicants were Communist
" ¥ women cadres,”and urged the Democratic Women's
* Federation nﬁnb;ﬁdd eforws 1o **educate them

% f
thll pohcy with re-
cbcbl;: steadily progressed,
fmq an inldally lukcwarm, passive
f”ﬁlﬂl “control  practices—allegedly

fwoepuue‘
q}"mpwdby"ﬁedﬂlndd'dlcmum '—t0 an all-

the masses from

owt satiogwride effact to jpdectrisate
ﬁgxm" - This ‘svolation has h!wght the regime's
" T pea __%Q $he probjem iato pateat conflict

A

soquicomen: for mﬂctbcmn‘ulmom
is medical carrificntion ‘that'the applicent is 0ot more than three

"ﬁﬂﬂmdhwﬂhp&y them;imemghno
. pessant iz as & congesnlon 90 populer psessure in favor of birth coo-
+ trol;e. 4., see ChamOon, op. oir, ‘This claim bas been soft-pedalled
, since the lauaching of the birth coscrol campeign, but the official
hﬁnmﬁuhﬂymh-mmdmdmdml

. MNWW*&MI&
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eological stand, which has proved much  claimed, and ** has no poiat in common with Malthus’
e resistant to change, To cite one cxample, a8 theary at sll."" The author then tried to make 2
fate" as December 1956, & Communist theoretician  fine distinction between general overpopulation and
writing on the popuhnon question biteerly attacked oo large individual families. * Given the still ““rather
i bac kward"* state of the ecooomy md of mnl welfare
facilides, he added, -
‘e mhuﬁmmmwmh-ﬁmﬂy

S woduly iscreases the burdea of the pareats and affacts '
* udversely thelr work, their srudy of political doctrines, and

< their genersi livelibood . . .y In view of the sbove, in
order 10 laspen the dificulties curreatly faciag ws, to protect
’ rhmumhmlndﬁdbnmhudnm
saay be brougit wp bester, we are 0ot at all
;oppowd 10 bleth courol®
] B n!;’@’% ~“H"’~'»,, i
‘SUCH INGBNI(XJS:ophb:q however, cannot glou
‘over sbe plain fact thas, the Chinese Communists,
7 faced by geoersl and grave conditions of economic
1% hardship,'have had to swellow their boasts about the
';1mmutyohhcwudutmathcmmo{
* i overpopulatioa, and ahout their capacity to raise the
;livingu-dudsofthepophnpdhl'ohbenwd
ropulation incrense. - This is implicly in the regime’s
¢ all-out campaign to promote the “widest possible
* sccepeance of birth congrol practices, and it spells 2
: uamby?agugﬁoumdthcwmmd
: ¢ ‘attitudes’ of M.:mm,‘ Q. MAtter Jow the regime
exploded’’ the. theories of - Madthus. - Communist may:qmdugmungm, s i
China, he asserted, has 00 fears whatever of becoming ©© The matwer is wmhﬂlﬁna QOa top of the
‘gverpopulated because socislism has “'a aew law of long-term prospect of what has been dumbcd as
Jpopulation: a continuous and rapid.increase in sumbers ' suffocation by crowding'! o' scanding-room only"—
accompanied by a relatively grester rise in the material © by the Orwcllian year of 1984 the populacion “is
well-being of the people.’! He likewise voiced the *  expected to resch 2,000,000,000—is superimposed a
ual denunciations of Westerg acholars aod scacesmen, *  present crisis of shoctsges in the Commuaist system
a0d termed the * reactionary, theory of over-popals- * ¢ of planmed cconomy, as well as some disillusicnment
‘tion''" & wespon *“used py the Imperislists’ ¥ 1 shout the adequacy of Chioa’s material resources.
/sgsinst the Chinese people and their Revolusion,* # ' The boasting snd over-optimism .of the firsc years
On the other band, howewer, Yang proceeded o “ofdmtchmchavchrldymgulwd giving way
uguczhanhepuundtybdqdvuwbmhcmud %o greater caution sad gealism,
mcthoda(:henmnm:tdg&vdrmunale)wn .'j‘ Times change, ‘and, as the pncdcd tasks and
' necessary as well as proper. ;:wuwwueimpaed dxﬂinul&uomtrounn‘thc(:hmaecmmnmsu loom
by’ the belid",:thhiu was om'mlmlmé. wm.wtdomglglgw ;

o g
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er h”css' ‘morc com:cr'?;ﬁJ
of haw well Soviet cducanon meets thc nccds o{ the
Soviet'system icself. ‘

“7." growth in the number of students trained. The pres-
.. -ent widespread acknowledgment abroad of Soviet
- achievement - in this arca is largely the result of

+ " DeWitt's study, which ac the time it was published

‘. “_in 1955, provided the first comprebensive statistical

. With ingenuity and care, the suthor pu:ccd togecher

close agreement.

thc Dch cstimngn with dl}‘M ﬁgum L

- Towl enrollment in regular primary and sccondary

.. _schools almost tripled over the 25-year period begin-
- ning with the 192728 school year; the upper grades
" showed particularly impeessive increases—nincfold in -
..o grades 5~7 and almost thirtyfold in grades 8-10.
. During the same period, technicum earollment rose to

~ more than 15 times its 1927-28 Jevel. For the higher

cducational institutions, the increase was sixfold both

in total enrollment of regular students and in the

¢ annual number of graduates, Ia addition, the number
. enrolled for correspondence - swdy in the higher
“. - .institutions—largely teachers seeking to improve their
. qualifications~has grown rapidly ia the past decade
and now amounts to one-half the regular enrcllmene.
i However, because of the lower .graduation ratio
- for cotrespondence students, this added only 62,000
:" . graduates to the 179,000 regular gradnaces in 1953. : -
i = The DeWitt and Korol studies also reveal the close
7 correlation between changing state needs and relative
" - enrollments for different types of training. Reflecting
" “the acute demands of the industrislization program, -

" cnrollment for engincering study was predominant
- from the late 1920's until about 1937-38, whea the
.. main emphasis shifted to the training of teachers. At

prescat, the state’s requirements in the age of nuclear
wc;ponumdspnceuulhmmtdecwdintheﬁa»'

+"The most impressive achicvement of ‘the Sovu.-t _.
‘4. ‘educational system has unquestionably been the rapid

~measurc of the progress of education in the USSR, -

in the USSR), the estimates wese found to be in
- Much of the data contained in the
Soviet handbook may be found in Korol's study, -
making it possible for the interested reader to comp-:c' ’

~lum, in the form of **poli
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and mathematitians account fo:r almost 40 pcrccm of
the regular graduates.

Such preoccupation wuh science and technology
was possibie, of course, only at the expense of other
academic disciplines, particularly the humanities and
social sciences, which are considered less essential o
the development of Soviet economic and military
strengch.  The sacrifice of Russian intellectual poten-
tialitics in these ™ non-cueudd" ﬁcldl pompn Korol
to wrice (p. 411): k

The greatest tragedy of this contury may weil sitimately be

-, - that ior 40 years successive geserations of the Russian
' peoples, liviag ia s coustry with enoemous posentials in
“ maners! resources and possesslng vigoe, talest, and a rich
. i spirireal heritage, Sor all the training they have s0 sagerly
%-r'mnmummm_wumpa_ N

" Genius can, and indeed must,

provide other clucs to his capabilitics, these may be

- . judged fairly sccurately through a careful evaluation
' 4o of the quality of his tnlnin;. Such an evaluation
e “THE STATISTICS show that zhen‘xabeenimpmsiu

‘growth ac cvery level of the educstional system.

must cncompass the eatire edacational system: the
physical facilitics, the teachiog staff and methods,
curriculs, textbooks, examinstions, etc. Both De- -

- Witt and Korol underuke ’t.hil nnbuiou snd chal- '

\rv

lcngmg sk, ;i L
“ On the lowest levd 4.4, the "u:n-yut schools"

(cquivalent to US primary sqd secondary schools),
physical facilicics have been.sufficiently expanded -

to relieve some of the strain, Oaly a few schools

mnawopcnnngonthmshxfu' two-thirds, how- -
cver, sull require two shifts. equip-

Laboeatoey
* ment appears to be sdequats In the cities, though
mporumdksuthnthilk,ﬁqmdymmof _
-chnohmthmslmhg o

The ten-year school inﬁmd“by the

“old Tsarist mnuinm md.inG:nnn antecedents, -

has thus far been s demanding one. - Formerly only
a smsll percentage of scudents was expected to com- -
plete this waining, and the bulk of the less capsble
were directed into technicums o Yocational schools.

Today, however, as ten-year education becomes more

gencral, there are signs of some eraplon of the curricu-
*t; and it is

the humanities, rather than the moel, whxch are

yiclding ground in favor of more, vocational type
courscs.  Also. a tendency has been geporeed to grade
student performance less serictly to gvoid excessive
fulum. mulungu: nhiddendcuioqdmnhund

- transcend any educa-
tiooa) system, but the average student faithfully

reflects his educational enviroament. Cansequently, |

although the lacter may pever publish anything or
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ards,  The fixed curriculum, syllabi and texts, how-  peshaps as many as s doaca candidates competing tor
ever, limit the extent’ to-which such peactices are  each vacancy. Moreover, those who are not admitted
. possible, and require a nhunnm levd d’ nchu:vancn: must wait a year before scapplying to the same faculey
that is still quite high." or trying asother, with the resule that many students
Azfuuthquﬁqdu:hlngiwmncd onc  apply for a field in which they have littlc interest bur
7" deficiency stands out pargiculsely. Although s lazge -~ where there is less competition. ' The uarespoasivencss
... proportios of the tca-pear achool teachers had their - of the educational system o the desires of the students
-§-.-'udniuhmmym.u¢odso£mmmm gives rise to frestravod carcers and wasted talent. On
' x ’ the other hand, from the: government's standpoiat,
' the syseem docwetwy i purpose in providing the de-
- . sieed quanticy of sop-grade material foc priority ficlds
; ;d;ndy. In:hcphﬂcddnmmdxlm ficlds of
vechnology, : for example, dunnppem o be little
mmndin‘nhsdud,' AT

. AMMMHRM&QQMMMpnm
. amoag those encering mmum



jcula, syllabi, textbooks, examinations and other
material, sums up his asscssment of Sovicer training 1n
_physics, for example, in the following terms (p. 357)

~ any formal deficieacies from his secondary education; be
pursues his bhighly concentrated, professionally oriented
. study for five long years; the university he attends, relative
... to other Soviet schools of higher education, has been least
i affected by the unhappy experimentation with curricula,
- methods, and objectives of training; bis school commands
= relatively the best teachers, taxtbooks aad facilities. Asio
‘ the level of professional trsining, therefore, we would coa-

riod, the specific job to which the statc assigns him.’

wmade by MORPROYGARTRE IG5 A00Y/T08 -

“'A Soviet physics undergraduste starts his course withouct -

.ifn his particulac ares of specializmion (one of ten options) |
perhnp- at a higher level of professional preparation than,”

Although his personal desires may ‘receive some con-*
ideration, in the last analysis it is the state’s needs

“which arc decisive.” The power to allocate jobs in’ '
“this acbitrary manoer is, of course,’ indispensable : -
“to. the operation of s highly-centralized, planned

o — ——

cCI(ﬁ.(Bn[?Plzgt 9(21Z7a R)QQ%%QI&QQlZTéCC ol rexent -
mei:t and  dissatisfaction among graduates whos
pereonal desires and ambitions are in conflict with the
objectives of the all-powerful state.

"I he other half of the dual task of Soviet educauion —
the mass indoctrination of the people with Communist
atticudes and belicfs—is the primary concern of the
study by Counts. Addicional insights into this
aspect are provided by the first-hand reports of ex-
Soviet citizens 1a the volume edited by Kline, which
wncludes a revealing vignette of studeac life at a Sovict
university and interesting accounts of tcacher and
engincer training. The value of these reports suffers,

‘howgever, from the fact that all are based on expericnce
: prmr to World War IL.. '

From the fint the Bolsheviks saw q\uu: cleacly

higher iet’ | that they faced the.task of re-cducating an entirc
“graduaee ‘is obligated to’ sccept, for ‘a’ three-yeu-

people. Their almost naive confidence in the abilicy

- to wapsmutc & conglomerate mass of human raw

marerial into uniform replicas’ of the “New Soviet
Man'* was typified by Lunscharsky’s boast that " we

‘can moid a child of 5-6 ycars into anything we wish.”

Although hard-hecaded realists followed Lunacharsky
as Minister of Educadoa, the same grandiosc aims

- The dunennon thﬁt must sbove all be taken rinto acoount, if we Qm to ﬁnderstand the

" nature of the Soviet educational system. is the power of the Soviet dictatorship to allocate
national resources, including intell-ctusl resources, 1o its own ends. The degree of state
control over manpower resources is exemplified by the obligation of every trained individual
to work in a designated capacity sud locanon for & nunier of Yoars (m practical terms,
- indefinitely) after completing training. :
b Under Stalin, compliance with this reqmrement ‘was mlnuntull; assured by the
" threat of direct punishment—a term in a iorced labor camp, Under the “collective leader-
‘ it oo oo - ship,” the harshness of enforcement has apparently been mitigated somewhat, with in-
% . . creased reliance being placed on exhortation and appeals to duty; and the many comments
SRR "~ .. in the current Soviet press on the placement of graduates point to a considerable resistance
" on their part to accepting undesirable assignments. But uates are still obligated to
.. < accept appointments. Despits Stulin’s death’and the t relaxation of fear of
o ﬁm penalties, the ntntutox obligation of all graduates to O:Eldengmted work has
= n, to our knowledge, neither repraled nor modified; and it w be a mistake to be-
g hove——-u Khrushchev would have the world believe—that the Soviet labor laws merely
* expressed Stalin’s “cruelty.” The need for compliance—if necessary, under a threat of
_extreme punishment—arises not from the qm.hucl of lndiﬁdml loaden bm movnably from
tbc logic oi Commumlt philosophy aad practice. ¢ ‘

SR :  —From Alomd«'s. Komlc Swht Educa-
Lo , ' »Mon for Science and Technology, p. 401.
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'In his chapters dc:.hn; wi:h polmcnl md moul
_indoctrination, Counts describes in deczil how the -
~“teaching of literature, languages, history and evea '
“the sciences has been fashioned to build ** the founda- '
“tions of a scientific Communist world outlook.”  Of
these, history is themtimpotuntmcdmmfonh:

-year schools, instruction in the history of the USSR |
_is heavily stressed because—In the words of the Min- -
‘ister of Education of theRusisn federated republic -

RSFSR)-—it aids pupils "'to underatand the priceless t
_of the achicvements of the socialist ’
revolution”” and cultivates iu"them “the desite o |

unist society’ in’ the Soviet Union.” At the uni-
' versity oe nstituce level, sll students, evenio mgmcct»

ialectical and historical materialism, and Marxise- ©
ninist political economy; and their vicws are further *
onditioned by party-directed studeat activities and
' organizations, as well as by the more general media
-~ of the press and cm:m:-—lndccd by thﬂt whole

"_.cnvxronmcn: TR

o IT IS PBRHAPS mfonmu tlu: mdut Counn‘ i
- study nor sny of the others under review explores the
;quauonofhawrheSamtndlmondth:hmm-
ities and the social sciences a8 vehicles of Communist °
“indoctrination has affected ‘the quality of education
o - in these fields,” DeWite and Korol are almost exclus-
fxvdycmcmedmthmuddn;mthcmmal

K - small degree.” Both suthocs recognise chis a8 one of ©
" the major reasons for the mngornﬂgrogms
in these sreas. b

. _ by the fact that the catastrophic effects of Communisc
"' attempts to force ideological conformity upoa liters-
- ture, art and :hesocuhdmuacnlredynwcﬂ
“known as to nced lirde elsboration.’’ ;
" hiscory, ecosomics, sociology, ‘even  biology ;nd t
/1 genetice—all have beea 80 twisted to fit the mold of *
-+, Soviet-type Marxist dogma that these diodplmu no
N flongcrexhtumuolnumcnuﬁcmqmry :
©° " What does concern Connts is the vital question of
1+ - whether the formidable machinery of indocerination
= set up by the Soviet state bas actuslly sccomplished

_inculcation of Bolshevik political ideas. * In the ten-

g, must'study the history of the Communist Party, .

© years sgo.

“from
_ differ from mduy in a totglitaring system, the re-

~sciences and technology, where ideologicsl dogma-
. tismn and interference have been felt to a relatively . ' con

‘Counes’ -ilmon this mspect hexplun:d,lperh-p-,

sl imgogldmwrdnganmdrcpcoplc,uhmchmky_ A
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the answer to this question unhappily must be 2 quali-
ficd affirmative, but many observers would not fully
share his pronounced ‘pessimism. The obscrvations
of recent wisitors to the Soviet' Union, as well as
scattered reporces which have appeared in the Sovier
peess, provide substantial evidence of & growing fer-
ment among the young intellectuals, and of the
reawakening of a questioaing and even crincnl atti-
mdc toward the Communist regime.
Itu.olcomc.onlyin:bepucyeuortwo that
tbcur currents of opposition have been able to come
to the surfsce. Dusing the last years of Stalin’s
- regime, and even later, visitors to the Soviet Union
; 7 invariably. returned with the conviction that the

7 - massive. weight ‘of Indoctrination’ and propaganda,
% - eoupled.;wi:h"‘loug.huhdou from foreign contacts,

“had finslly “‘brainwsshed'’ the entire population.
. Howewer, as soon ss the grip of Stalinist terror was
relaxed slightly, the facsde of monolithic unity began
to crack and hitherso lasenddoubts and dissatisfaction
- searred to magifest tbcmcﬁu. The prescnt reviewer
" witnessed this ferm: lai h\dpkal augc jmt threc
AR L A T

To those who havcliwdnSodc:ddzem and know
personal experience bow: far appearances can

audmmmdﬁptdppﬂ{ﬂmﬂgonmmw;hc'
" regime comes, perhaps, a8 less!of & surprise than o
. many outside obsarvers. . The&nuibum to Kline's
* volume confirm that, even in the beyday of Stalinism,
: Soviet students remained inwaglly sceptical of many
- sspecy of Communist pdidnlhelid although forced
* to give outwand 'and Up service. On the
* other hand, it cereainly would be dangerous to assume
* thae theondoukldndmd youth have oot been
; exegnt by Joog years of Com-
. munist indoctrinstion,” In Bis sketch of Sovict uni-
vcmtyhfcfm'thcﬂhtvolm.formugce, H. G.

Atleutouﬂtdlﬂlmﬂmhnlnhm wnsin-
azdympudhmﬂulvwﬂqmdnu.umunun-
mochnolmh.lﬂlly.ﬁn g social sys-
the pale of Soviet
voe It was pot
Muarx's Capital which

Moreover.cven tholgh the evidence of recent years
indicates the existence in Savigt society of significant
nmben af dulenﬁen Mnan-conformuu, it would be



